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INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY 
OF ECTOPIC CALCIFICATION

ISSEC

25 European countries  
A total of more than 200 participants

Worldwide 
x Members

Second option
Creation of a new, exciting and distinctive society that 

focuses on ALL aspects of ectopic calcifications



A brief history … till today

About 30 members

Feb 26, 
2021

Group of 7  
volunteers

June 7,
2021

First official 
Announcement

Sept 10,
2021

2nd WG 
meeting

May 17,
2021

June -Sept
2021

Creation of 
the

Society

March 4, 2022

Zoom meetings
>>> Bylaws

Discussions 
between COST 

members

May-Sept 
2020

Creation of a new 
WG

Dec 
2020

1st  WG 
meeting

Angers, 
Final COST Meeting

ISSEC … HOW and WHEN



General Assembly
GA

Executive 
Board

EB

Advisory 
Board

AB

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Vice-Secretary
2 additionnal members

ISSEC CONSTITUTIVE BODIES …

All 
Members

President-elect
Past-President
AB President

Approve the Society's fundamental lines of action;
• Elect the members of the Executive Board (EB);
• Annually appraise, discuss and vote on the budget;
• Approve the amendment of the Bylaws;
• Validate the fees to be paid by the members;
• Approve the minutes of the GA electronically;. 

All not applicable for constitutive GA

Developing the aims of the Society 
Performing the administrative and economic management

Implementing the decisions of the GA; ; 
Annually preparing the Activity Report and the management accounts

Accepting and excluding members; 
Establish the fees to be paid by the members; 

Formation of committees/workgroups 

1 President 
and 8 members of the following corpus:
clinicians, 
scientists, 
patients, 
students 

+



General Assembly
GA

Temporary 
Executive 

Board
EB

Advisory 
Board

ABAll 
Members 

Ø Hervé Kempf
Ø Tamas Aranyi
Ø Georges Leftheriotis
Ø Natércia Canceição
Ø Pedro Valdivielso
Ø Olivier Vanakker
Ø Marta Jacinto 

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Vice-Secretary
Dissemination Director
Patients’ Organization Liaison  

1 President 
and 8 members of the following corpus:
clinicians, 
scientists, 
patients, 
students 

ISSEC CONSTITUTIVE BODIES …



Ø To create awareness for the ectopic mineralization in human medicine
Ø To promote research in the field of ectopic/soft tissue mineralization
Ø To develop standards of clinical practice for ectopic mineralization disorders
Ø To strive for the integration of patient needs and input, scientific research and its 

implementation in clinics
Ø To stimulate education of patients, specialists, students and the public in the different areas of 

ectopic mineralization 
Ø To facilitate contacts between persons who share/have an interest in these aims
Ø To promote the career of scientists in the field of ectopic/soft tissue mineralization
Ø To disseminate information in the field of ectopic/soft tissue mineralization
Ø

ISSEC GOALS and MISSIONS

Share
scientific

knowledge

Contribute
to

health

Increase
networking 

and 
Interactions



ISSEC ACTIVITIES (short-, mid-, long-term)

The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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Meetings

Summer Schools

NETWORKING

DISSEMINATION  

issec.org

@issec

EDUCATION

EVENTS

Paper of the Year Awards

Travel Grants

Young Investigators Fellowships

Webinars series

Early clinical Investigator 
Workshops

Website

Social Networks

Newsletters

Lay communication

Job offers

Ressources

Scientific Workshops

STSM

PhD Training  Courses

MOOC

Patients’ organizations Days



… for reasonably affordable annual membership fees 

Full member 25€

Student member * FREE

Co-construction with members (all ideas welcome)
Implemented and proposed over time

Application form available
shortly

* undergraduate and PhD students

ISSEC ACTIVITIES (short-, mid-, long-term)

The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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The average COST Action support is EUR 134,500 per annum for participation by typically 30 COST 
Members. The funds are provided via an annual grant agreement over a four-year period.
Top-up funding is available for COST Actions with participants from Near Neighbour Countries. 

Networking tools 

Meetings, workshops and conferences – These 
are organised by the COST Action management 
committees in any COST country participating in 
the network and are open to the entire scientific 
community.

 
Short-term scientific missions (STSMs) – These 
are exchange visits between researchers in 
the network which enable scientists to visit an 
institution or laboratory in another COST Member. 

 

Training schools – They offer training in a relevant 
or new subject at one of the Action’s laboratories 
which provides unique equipment and/or know-
how. 

Dissemination activities – COST encourages and 
supports Action participants to disseminate the 
outcome of their research to other COST science 
and technology networks, the wider scientific 
community, policymakers, the media, and society 
at large, through publications, electronic media, 
news releases, events, success story releases, 
etc.

COST Action yearly funding Who can participate? 
Researchers and innovators from universities, 
public and private institutions, NGOs, industry and 
SMEs. Particular emphasis is placed on activities 
involving researchers from less-research-
intensive COST countries* (ITCs) with a view to 
increasing their participation.

Researchers from Near Neighbour Countries and 
International Partner Countries can also take part 
in a COST Action on the basis of mutual benefit.

For more information on international 
cooperation, please see: http://www.cost.eu/
global_networking

How do I join?  
There are two options: 
• Join an existing Action. Download our COST 

Action’s booklet here http://www.cost.eu/
about_cost (under useful links), find the 
network that better matches you scientific 
expertise and get in touch with the chair of the 
network that you would like to join.

• Create your own network. Submit a COST Action 
proposal at any time of the year. Proposals are 
collected up to twice a year. The submission, 
evaluation, selection and approval (SESA) 
procedure ensures a simple, transparent and 
competitive evaluation and selection process, in 
line with COST’s bottom-up, open1  and inclusive2  
principles. 

 
Proposers benefit from a one-stage submission 
via the e-COST online tool. The proposal requires 
filling in a few sections online and uploading a 
technical annex of up to 15 pages.
 
A proposal evaluation comprises: 
•   a remote peer-review evaluation by three 

independent external experts; 
•   a review and validation of the evaluation reports 

by ad-hoc review panels. Their composition is 
tailored to the topics and aims of the proposals 
received during the open calls. Their members 
are selected from a pool of researchers from 
each COST Member who have been nominated 
by the COST National Coordinator. 

 
Finally, the Scientific Committee, whose members 
are appointed by the Committee of Senior Officials 
(CSO) – one per COST Member – selects the final 
proposals to be submitted to the CSO for approval. 
 
Guidelines for the SESA procedure and evaluation 
criteria, as well as the technical annex template, 
are available on the open call page: www.cost.eu/
opencall.  

1.  Participation in COST Actions is open to all types of participants (e.g. from 
academia, industry, international research organisations, relevant civic groups, 
etc., wherever they are located and at all career levels).

2.  COST aims to support the inclusion of excellent researchers who, due to 
their age, gender or geographical location, experience difficulties in networking 
internationally. 

*See pages 6-7.
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Meetings

Summer Schools

NETWORKING

DISSEMINATION  

issec.org

@issec

EDUCATION

EVENTS

Paper of the Year Awards

Travel Grants

Young Investigators Fellowships

Webinars series

Early clinical Investigator 
Workshops

Website

Social Networks

Newsletters

Lay communication

Job offers

Ressources

Scientific Workshops

STSM

PhD Training  Courses

MOOC

Patients’ organizations Days
Und
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 co
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tru
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ISSEC ADMINISTRATIVE AND MANDATORY STEPS…

Official 
recognition 

by GA

Official Registry 
bulletin publication, 

SIRET #, …

End of 
March 2022

March 7-11, 2022

Opening of 
the 

bank account

March 4, 2022

On-line registration 
application to the 

Prefecture

Compilation of all documents 
(CERFA, Signed minutes of the 

GA, list of EB members, …)

Early 
May 2022

Early
June 2022

Opening of 
memberships



Acknowledgment by the GA of the creation of 
ISSEC

…
THANK YOU

Tamas Aranyi, 
Vice-President

Hervé Kempf, 
President

Natercia Conceição,
Secretary

Marta Jacinto,
Patients’ Organization Liaison

Georges Leftheriotis,
Treasurer

Olivier Vanakker,
Dissemination Director

Pedro Valdivielso, 
Deputy-Secretary


